Flooring Layouts, Grouts and general advice to help you choose your flooring type
Often the size of your flooring can change the whole look of a room.  If you use a rectangular size tile remember to consider which way your fixer could lay them ie) if you have a long narrow room you may wish to consider laying the bands across the width of the room to make the room appear visually wider. 

Standard sizes of floor tiles are usually 300 x 300, 400 x 400, 600 x 400, 600 x 600mm,  or you can choose an old Roman pattern which is a Random Pattern usually made up of between three to four different sizes - remember that other bespoke sizes are available by special order from reputable Natural Stone Specialists.  Some of the harder denser Limestones, Sandstones or Slates lend themselves to larger sizes of up to 900 x 600 whilst still being thin and strong enough to use over under floor heating.
Ask whether your supplier can supply Stone Skirting to match – especially in a conservatory this can really improve the finished look of the area.

Another good idea to consider is a door entrance Matwell – this is important for keeping floors looking good as they trap not only the visible dirt but also those tiny pieces of grit which are so destructive to all finishes.  Doormats of the traditional size 450 x 600mm are relatively ineffective – a mat of minimum 1m x 1m is ideal and allows a couple of steps to rid shoes/boots of debris before stepping onto your Stone Floor – this also avoids any slip hazard  if your footwear is wet.
Colours of Adhesives and Grouts can be very important eg) if you have a light coloured porous Limestone, a good fixer will normally use a white adhesive to avoid the risk of any staining and always ask your fixer to show you the colour of the grout you have chosen in a dry sample alongside the stone you have chosen.
Natural Stone Floors are very easy to look after once they sealed, best methods are to vacuum any dust or grit first then mop over with like warm water and an alkaline detergent (available from diy shops or Purpletree Products Ltd www.purpletree.co.uk) – If you use a good sealant there is no reason why you should have to reseal your floor again for up to 10 years providing you follow the simple guidelines.
Ask for more advice from sue@purpletree.co.uk
